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it continued with the task of administration until its final winding
up in 1858 after the Mutiny.

At the time of Pitt's Act of 1784 the British were established as
the strongest political power in India, but their widely separated
possessions were only in communication by sea. Warren Hastings
had consolidated the Company's territories in Bengal, Madras,
and Bombay; but they were threatened by Hyder Ali, a daring
Mohammedan adventurer who had established himself in Mysore,
by the Maratha Confederacy whose dominions extended nearly
to Bengal, and by Hyderabad, the chief centre of French intrigue.
Parliament and the directors of the Company at home still looked
with disfavour on any scheme of further expansion. Yet through
die action of two high-handed Governors-General, the Marquis
Wellesley and Lord Hastings, British rule was extended by 1820
over almost the whole of India.

The Marquis Wellesley, who became Governor-General in
1798, was firmly convinced that, as he put it, no greater blessing
could be conferred on the inhabitants of India than the extension
of British authority. He was further convinced that the only way
to secure peaceful conditions for trade would be either to bring
under British control those Indian States which bordered on the
Company's territory, or to enter into alliances with them. In the
south, Hyder Ali, who had seized the kingdom of Mysore, was
plundering the whole countryside and marched up to the very
walls of Madras. Wellesley took the offensive against him, but his
son, Tippoo Sultan, continued to disturb the peace, and made an
alliance with the French, with whom Britain was again at war.
Tippoo was finally defeated at Seringapatam in 1799, and a mem-
bo: of the former Hindu ruling family of Mysore was placed by
Welksley on the throne. With the Nizam of Hyderabad, the
greatest ruler m the Deccan, Wellesley entered into a direct
alliance, guaranteeing him the protection of the Company's
forces on condition that he should disband his troops, whom lie
had placed under the command of French generals.
Then, under Lord Hastings, continued the long diawa-out